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Activity: ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE POLICY – OSHC 

SERVICES 

Procedure:  

WORK METHOD REQUIREMENTS 

Introduction 

Our Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) Services encourage the awareness of 

environmental responsibility and implement practices that contribute to a 

sustainable future. Children are supported to become environmentally responsible 

and show respect for the environment. We practice and promote sustainability 

through reducing waste, minimising consumption, and protecting and conserving 

wildlife and natural habitats.  

We identify that sustainability is important as the choices and actions that we make 

today will affect how we live in the future. We must make good choices now in order 

to enhance the choices of future generations. 

Through hands-on locally centred actions, children can begin to understand 

complex sustainability issues. Using knowledge, critical thinking skills and values 

children have the capacity to participate in decision making about environmental 

and sustainability issues.   

NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARD (NQS) 

 QUALITY AREA 3: PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT  

3.2 Use  The Service environment is inclusive, 

promotes competence and supports 

exploration and play-based learning. 

3.2.1 Inclusive Environment  Outdoor and indoor spaces are organised 

and adapted to support every child's 

participation and to engage every child in 

quality experiences in both built and natural 

environments. 

3.2.2 Resource’ support play-

based learning  

Resources, materials and equipment allow for 

multiple uses, are sufficient in number, and 

enable every child to engage in play-based 

learning. 

3.2.3 Environmentally 

responsible  

The Service cares for the environment and 

supports children to become environmentally 

responsible. 
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RELATED POLICIES 

Animal and Pet Care Policy 

Educational Program Policy 

Physical Environment Policy  

Purpose 

We believe in educating children about being environmentally responsible which is 

promoted and supported through daily practices, resources and interactions. 

Sustainable practice is encouraged within the OSHC Services and community, 

assisting children and families to become advocates for a sustainable future.  

 

Scope 

This policy applies to children, families, educators, staff, management, and visitors 

of the OSHC Services. 

 

Implementation 

Teaching and learning about being environmentally responsible starts with everyday 

practice.  We believe being environmentally responsible should be embedded into 

the operations of the OSHC Services, rather than being a tokenistic ‘theme’ that is 

investigated every now and then.  Our Service is committed to protecting our 

environment to ensure a sustainable future for our children.  This involves 

educators, children and families working together to protect our environment as we 

educate children about the importance of being environmentally responsible within 

our everyday practice.   

Strategies 

We currently engage in the following practices that allow us to ensure that caring for 

the environment and sustainable practices are highly valued as a part of our daily 

program. Our key strategies are based around the concepts of “Reduce, Reuse and 

Recycle”, as they reflect our value of the resources that we access and the impact 

our choices are making on the environment.  

REDUCE 

• Reduce – we reduce waste before it becomes rubbish, by selecting products 

that are recycled, are recyclable or can be reused, and minimise on 

packaging where possible; We are thoughtful of items before putting them 

into a rubbish bin considering if there may be a more appropriate use for it; 

• Conserving energy – when appropriate use of energy is kept to a minimum, 

such as leaving the lights turned off, ensuring that they are turned off when 

we leave a room, and only using heating/ cooling when appropriate; use 

clothes line instead of dryer where possible; 
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• Conserving water – encouragement is given to children about the use of 

water, and ensuring that no overuse of water occurs; 

REUSE 

• We are constantly looking for items that can be reused in some way at the 

service. We keep jars and plastic containers for future creative experiences or 

storage solutions, boxes for box work etc.; 

• During vacation care we encourage families to bring ‘nudie’ lunch boxes, by 

using minimal plastic wrap and instead bringing lunch in reusable containers 

• We often request donations of certain items that families may be able to 

bring in rather than purchasing new resources; 

• The children engage in ‘pull apart’ experience with pieces of technology, 

electrical items or other items that are no longer able to be used; 

RECYCLE 

• We promote the use of recycled resources for many experiences in our room 

where they are available. We encourage natural items to be collected and 

used throughout the program; 

• Paper recycling bins are also in the service and we encourage children to be 

thoughtful with their use of paper and disposing of it correctly; 

WE ALSO: 

• Support children to be respectful of the natural environment through their 

play experiences and learning opportunities at the service. For example 

during our local walks children are encouraged to leave our natural 

environment as the find it. If they lift rocks to discover what is underneath it, 

it must be replaced into the same spot. Children are also encouraged to play 

with resources that have already fallen to the ground as opposed to breaking 

branches etc. from trees; 

• Aim to provide plenty of opportunities for the children to explore and 

experience elements of nature, through short local experiences as well as 

excursions throughout school holidays, and visitors to the service; 

• Minimise the use of paper as much as possible, by adopting strategies such as 

keeping documents available on USB’s or through access on the internet rather 

than printing copies and sending correspondence via email.    

THE APPROVED PROVIDER OR NOMINATED SUPERVISOR WILL: 

• network with the local community to keep up to date with current practices and 

ideas for being environmentally responsible.  

• encourage educators, families and children to engage in sustainable practices 

and appreciate the natural environment 
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• provide professional development opportunities for educators to learn about 

integrating environmentally sustainable education into all areas of their program 

• where relevant, review policies and procedures within the Service to achieve 

more sustainable outcomes 

• use electronic communication where possible to reduce paper use within the 

office and in each room for newsletters, billing, and other communication needs. 

• ensure sustainable practices are incorporated into the daily routine 

 

EDUCATORS, STAFF MEMBERS, VOLUNTEERS AND STUDENTS WILL: 

• incorporate recycling as part of everyday practice at the OSHC Services 

• role model environmentally responsible practices 

• discuss environmentally responsible practices with the children and families as 

part of the curriculum 

• provide information to families on environmentally responsible practices that are 

implemented at the OSHC Services and encourage the application of these 

practices in the home environment 

• share ideas between educators, children, and families about environmentally 

responsible ideas, implementation, and resources.  This will be supported 

through our communication strategies, including online portfolio 

documentation, emails, newsletters, and informal conversations 

• role model energy and water conservation practices: For example, turning off 

lights and air-conditioning when a room/space is not in use, emptying water 

play containers onto garden areas 

• use the concept of ‘reduce, re-use and recycle’, which will become part of 

everyday practice for both children and educators to build lifelong attitudes 

towards environmentally responsible practices.  

• use ‘green cleaning’ products to replace chemicals where possible. 

Sustainable Practices may include: 

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICE IDEAS 

RECYCLING 

• Provide bins and signage for waste and recycled 

materials 

• Recycle paper and all other recyclable rubbish 

• Use recycled water (e.g. for watering gardens) 
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GARDENING 

• Plant vegetables, herbs, and fruit trees if possible 

within the school environments 

• Establish a worm farm 

• Give food scraps to worms or Service pets, or to a 

staff member of families to take home for their 

pet/s 

• Provide education to children about activities such 

as ‘garden to plate’ activities 

• Use of compost bins 

• Provide opportunities for children to participate in 

experiences such as seed sprouting, vegetable 

gardening, cooking with what is grown, and 

provide education about weeds 

ENERGY CONSERVATION 

• Turn off lights when not in use 

• Turn off electrical appliances at the outlet when 

not in use 

WATER CONSERVATION 

• Using half flush on the toilet 

• Turn off the taps and ensure leaking taps are fixed 

in a timely manner 

• Use water play water on the garden rather than 

tipping out at the end of the day 

NATURE AND WILDLIFE 

• Use natural materials – trees, blocks, boxes etc. in 

arts and crafts and play 

• Educate children about the natural decomposition 

cycle through exposure and participation in worm 

farms and composting food scraps 

• Plant ‘bird attracting’ plants and install a birdbath 

• Plant ‘butterfly attracting’ plants – salvia, grevillias 

• Create a lizard lounge – grasses, rocks 

• Collaborate with wildlife educators to assist in 

educating children 

COMMUNICATE 

• Display the Service’s sustainability journey for 

families and visitors to view, provide feedback and 

offer suggestions 

• Provide families with hints and tips in newsletters 

about how they can become sustainable at home 

• Use scrap paper for art and craft 

• Use both sides of paper for drawing 
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Sources 

http://www.benefits-of-recycling.com 

http://www.planetark.org 

http://www.resourcesmart.vic.gov.au/for_educators/waste_and_recycling_3168.htm

l 

Australian Association for Environmental Education (AAEE): www.aaee.org.au 

Department of Environment and Energy: www.environment.gov.au 

Education and Care Services National Regulations. (2011). 

Kearns, K. (2017). The Business of Childcare (4th Ed.). 

NSW Early Childhood Environmental Education Network (ECEEN): www.eceen.org.au 

Queensland Early Childhood Sustainability Network (QECSN): www.qecsn.org.au 

Revised National Quality Standard. (2018). 
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