
1) 1929 fl ood victims
The grave of 8 members of 
the Lynch and Wells family. 
This remains the biggest 
single loss of life in our 
community from one event.

2) Viktor Potocnik
The life sized statue of a 
young immigrant involved 
in building the town’s 
Memorial Clock.

3) Memorial Rose Garden
Dedicated to babies and children 
who are buried in unknown 
locations within the cemetery.

4) Wooden grave marker from 1895
Wooden markers were often 
more affordable than stone. Very 
few have survived. This grave is of 
a baby who died from whooping 
cough at a time when childhood 
diseases claimed many lives.

5) The wreck of the Keera
The oldest surviving 
headstone in the 
cemetery dating to 1866.

6) George MacDonald
First resident of the 
township of Ulverstone 
and Publican of the fi rst 
hotel, the Leven Inn.

7) Bert Hanson Memorial
The story of the young man 
who died near Cradle Mt and 
after whom Hansons Peak, 
Lake Hanson and Hanson 
River are named.

8) Services Memorial
For all those men and women 
who served in all forces 
and confl icts from the 19th 
century to the present time.

This cemetery holds a rich 
history, beginning with its fi rst 
burial in 1862. Joseph Burt 
tragically lost his life when a tree 
fell on him as he returned from 
the Boxing Day horse races.

His death led to the surveying of 
this 9-acre site, initially claimed 
exclusively for Church of England 
burials. After public outcry, 
more land was added to create 
a Public Cemetery, which has 
served the community ever since.

Over time, the cemetery has 
weathered many challenges, 
including neglect, fi res, grazing 
stock, and the expansion of 
the nearby school. Although it 
offi cially closed to new burials in 
the mid-1970s, it remains open 
for family interments.

This site is the fi nal resting 
place for around 6,000 people, 
including many pioneering 
families such as the McDonalds, 
Risby, and Ellis. Some graves 
are unmarked, but others tell 
poignant stories.

Look for the 1866 headstone 
of the Haydon brothers, who 
drowned in the Leven River, or 
the wooden grave markers from 
the 1890s. Other signifi cant sites 
include numerous war graves, 

the 1929 mass grave of the 
Lynch and Wells fl ood victims, 
and a life-sized statue from 1951 
honouring young immigrant 
Viktor Potocnik. A more recent 
memorial plaque is that of young 
fur trapper Bert Hanson, who 
died near Cradle Mountain in 
1905. His name is perpetuated in 
that area with Hansons Peak and 
Lake Hanson.

Within these grounds, you’ll 
also fi nd a memorial to nearly 
400 service personnel and a 
rose garden dedicated to the 
remembrance of babies and 
children with no known grave. 

Explore this place of memory 
and refl ection, where each 
stone and marker tells a story of 
the past.

HISTORYHISTORY

Points of InterestPoints of Interest

Maintained by the Friends 
of the Ulverstone Cemetery

Scan the QR code to access Council 
Cemetery Burial Records Search.

For information on finding a burial site, visit
• www.centralcoast.tas.gov.au/cemetery-grave-information/
• www.fi ndagrave.com

All enquires
19 King Edward Street, Ulverstone Tasmania 7315
Tel 03 6429 8900   admin@centralcoast.tas.gov.au
www.centralcoast.tas.gov.au
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Welcome to the 
Ulverstone General Cemetery
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