
 

THE ULVERSTONE HISTORY PRECINCT REVIEW  

COMMUNIQUÉ #2 – SEPTEMBER 2017 

 
 

Central Coast Council is working to develop a clear vision for the Ulverstone History Precinct that 

resolves Council’s intention for a co-located History Museum and Visitor Information Centre, with 

additional consideration of including other complimentary services and lease spaces, such as the North 

West Woodcraft Guild (currently located on the site), as well as the functionality, wayfinding and open 

spaces associated with the site and access from Reibey Street, Main Street and the Quadrant Car Park. 

 
 
 

What has happened so far? 
 
Community consultation commenced in May 2017 and aimed to determine community interest in 

the project and the needs of different groups via a range of different engagement options. Two 

phases of consultation have now concluded, with a third and final phase to commence on 15 

September 2017. 

 

The Vision and Aspirations Phase sought to gather the community’s initial feedback on the 

Ulverstone History Precinct redevelopment concept, as outlined above. The outcomes from a 

range of engagement activities revealed a strong direction for some dedicated exhibition space, 

active and visible workshop spaces, science centre and planetarium in conjunction with a 

collocated Visitor Information Centre and upgraded Museum. 

 

The summarised information can be reviewed in the document The Ulverstone History Precinct 

Review Communiqué #1 – July 2017, available on the Council’s project web page. 

 

The summarised information was provided to Tasmanian architect firm ARTAS to develop three 

Early Concept Plans; to provide us with a vision of how the Ulverstone community’s ideas might 

work on the UHP site. 

 

The Early Concept Phase presented those Early Concept Plans, via another round of consultation 

activities, and asked the community to provide feedback on each of the concepts as well as offer 

suggestions for further refinement.  

 

That feedback has now been collated and summarised and reveals that: 

 

• There was strong support for Options 2 and 3 with some participants liking the idea of 

having a road through the site. However, it was concluded that Option 2, with some 

adjustments, was the best concept to progress towards a Draft Master Plan. This was because 

Option 2 included a buffer zone to minimise disruption on adjoining residential properties 

and better considered pedestrian movement and operational requirements for the facility; 

• Participants felt that the strong frontage onto Reibey Street was important, however the 

location of the ‘Main Entrance’ requires consideration for different operational reasons: 

▪ Pedestrian access from Reibey Street and the Quadrant needs to have clear wayfinding. 

▪ It is important that the staffed entrance, with Visitor Information services, should be 

easily identified and seen by visitors travelling past in cars or campervans. 

• The functions of the Visitor Information Centre, retail space and café space need to be 

located adjacent to each other to enable efficient use of staff and volunteers; 

• It is important for the ‘back-of-house’ administration space, for staff and volunteers, to be 

located close to their respective front-of-house areas, to maximise efficiency and safety with 

regard to operational procedures; 

• Museum and Exhibition spaces need to be adjacent to one another to enable efficient use of 

the strict climate control areas; 

• There was strong support for the car park spaces on Main Street, with suggestions for 

interesting sculptural or science features through the main pedestrian spine of the car park; 



 

• There were mixed views about the outdoor playground area. It was suggested that an 

internal play space could be catered for as part of the café area and that external areas could 

include a sculptural garden instead; 

• There was strong support for the meeting places (or marshalling areas) and it was suggested 

that the other outdoor areas need to feature seating with some weather protection (for 

visiting groups, in particularly school groups); 

• It was agreed that the final design should maintain strong vistas to the Shrine of 

Remembrance; 

• It was noted that the existing buildings on the site are under review and this should be stated 

in the notations on the Draft Master Plan. 

 

What Happens Next? 
  
This new feedback has been provided to Tasmanian architect firm ARTAS to assist them in 

developing a Draft Master Plan of the Ulverstone History Precinct site. This Draft Master Plan will 

be available for public consideration and comment on 15 September 2017 and launch the third 

and final round of community consultation for this project. 

 

Scheduled community consultation activities for this stage of the project include: 

 

Information and Feedback Stalls 

  

Apex Park Market Stall: Reibey Street, Ulverstone, 

Saturday 16 September: 9.00am – 12.30pm 

   

Cradle Coast Farmers Market Stall: The Ulverstone Wharf Precinct  

Sunday 17 September: 8.30am – 12.30pm 

  

Information Displays 

  

There will also be information displays located at the following sites if you are unable to attend 

one of the Information and Feedback Stalls: 

 

• Ulverstone Visitor Information Centre    

• Ulverstone History Museum 

• Central Coast Council Administration Centre 

• Penguin Service Centre 

  

Web Site 

 

From 15 September the Draft Master Plan and accompanying online Feedback Form will be 

available on the Central Coast Council's website at www.centralcoast.tas.gov.au  

 

Look for the dedicated Ulverstone History Precinct Project page under the Community & 

Recreation section. Once on that page, click the ‘Consultation Activities’ tab to locate the 

documents. 

 

Feedback on the Draft Master Plan stage closes on Friday 6 October 2017 

 

The feedback gathered during the Draft Master Plan Phase will again be provided to ARTAS to 

shape the final Master Plan design. The Master Plan and accompanying project report will be 

presented to Council for consideration in late October.  

 

For more information: Email the project team at uhpr@centralcoast.tas.gov.au 

http://www.centralcoast.tas.gov.au/

