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What is a Master Plan?

A master plan is a plan that shows an overall development concept that includes urban
design, place making, landscaping, infrastructure, service provision, circulation, present and
future land use and built form. It looks at the needs of the community and the location to
determine the preferred outcomes for the site and develops a visual plan to portray the intent
of the development.

It describes how a specific location will be developed and may consist of images, text,
diagrams, statistics, reports, maps and aerial photos. It provides a structured approach and
creates a clear framework for developing an area.

An effective master plan describes and illustrates the proposed urban form, explains the
method of developing a site and illustrates what delivery strategies to use to implement the
project. Typically, a master plan addresses transportation and traffic, community facilities,
environmental needs, neighbourhoods and housing, parks and open space, land use and
economic development.

A master plan is used in building any municipality, from small villages to large cities. Generally,
it is required for changes, such as housing developments, town centres, regeneration projects
and town extensions.

Some master plans can be developed as a result of a place making approach. Place making is
a collaborative process involving the community in a‘’hands on’ way to determine how their
‘place’ could be transformed. See separate Fact Sheet on Place making.

Once a master plan is adopted, the next phase is implementation that can occur over several

years. Most plans include an action agenda that outlines the necessary short-term and
medium-term actions to implement the plan.
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Example Master Plan
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A Master Plan is being developed...

for the Penguin Recreation Ground to guide future development after the Penguin Football
and Cricket clubs are relocated to the Dial Regional Sports Complex.

Have questions or need more information about the master planning project?

Contact: Greg Osborne, Council’s Assets and Facilities Group Leader on 03 6429 8976
Michelle Feenan, Director Engagement Plus on 0400 188373

Email: penguinrecground@centralcoast.tas.gov.au

Visit: www.centralcoast.tas.gov.au



